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Staying Academically Focused During Summer Vacation 
By Barbara Lark, Parent Outreach Facilitator, Lithia Springs Elementary School 

 

It's that time of year we bid farewell to another successful school year. As students    
prepare to take a break from classroom learning, they are encouraged to continue their 
learning through summer learning opportunities.  Year after year, the learning process 
for children begins to taper off during fun in the sun activities. According to research, a 
break in academic skills over the summer can occur when students are not physically 
and or mentally active during summer vacation.  
 

Profound evidence by researchers show the correlation of when and where learning  
occurs. Evidence highlights the connection between summer experiences and academic 
skills lost during summer vacation. Studies also show that students can contribute to 
their academic growth during summer vacation, by spending one to two hours a day 
brushing up on fundamental skills (Miller, 2014).  This time will allow students to remain 
academically focused while enjoying their summer vacation. 
 

Summer vacation is also a great time for students to expand their classroom knowledge, 
master new skills, build healthy relationships as well as foster new learning                   
opportunities (Miller, 2014). Engaging students in summer enrichment programs can 
keep their academic skills sharp and intact for the following school year. To help with 
those efforts, families can rely on free community-based summer learning programs to 
reinforce academic skills learned during the school year.   
 

Visit your school’s Parent Resource Center, public library, parks and recreation and        
community-based learning centers for more information on how to keep your student/s 
academically engaged during their summer vacation.  
 

Educational websites that provide summer learning activities: 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/profdev073.shtml 
https://www.verywellfamily.com/free-summer-programs-for-kids-3128854 
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/encouraging-
reading-writing/download-fun-and-educational-summer-vacation-activities  
https://www.familyeducation.com/entertainment-activities/summer-vacation  
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Avoid the Summer Slide, Keep your Child Reading During their Break! 

By Tanyia Clagette, Instructional Lead Teacher, Annette Winn Elementary School 
 

The summer provides a break for kids, but it can also mean a setback in the 
learning that the students have done all school year especially in the area of 
reading. 
 

The “summer slide” is very harmful for all students, but especially those who 
may be struggling with reading. If you don’t want your child to lose what he/
she has worked so hard to learn, it’s important to make sure he/she has 
plenty of opportunities to practice reading skills during the summer.  
Your child can still make progress during the summer break. It can be a     
perfect time to improve on reading fluency and enthusiasm. Help your child 
fall in love with reading.  Here are some ways to help foster that love of   
reading. 
   
 Set a good example, and stress the importance of reading.  Have a specific time and place for your child to 

read 20-30 minutes during the day.  
 Take a trip to the local library regularly. The library is always a good place to start looking for children’s 

books. Many libraries keep lists of good books broken down by reading level to help guide you. 
 Attend story hour at the library. You can find the schedule online at wgrls.org or call 770-920-7125. The 

library hours are:  
 Mondays through Thursdays: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.                                                                                     

Fridays: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.                                                                                                       
Saturdays: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.                                                                                                     

Sundays: Closed 
 Make sure the books are the right reading level-Summer reading books shouldn’t be so easy that they are 

boring, but they also shouldn’t be so challenging that they frustrate a child. It is important for children to  
experience the confidence that comes from succeeding with a book.  
 

 Never stop reading to your child- You should read to your children every day, especially during the summer. 
Not only is it a fun experience for your child, it’s also a learning one.  
 

 Expose the students to new sight words (Kindergarten-2nd grade) and vocabulary (3-5). For                        
kindergarteners through second grades, sight words are a majority of what they are reading. If your child 
knows these words, they will be more successful.  For the older children, have your child find words he/she 

does not know and learn the meaning together.  
 

Here are some online sites you can use…. 
 

AdLit.org  All About Adolescent Literacy, supports parents and teachers of 
students in grades 4–12                                   
K12 Reader-This site offers free reading instruction resources for teachers 
and parents                                                   
Oxford Owl  This is a reading and math website that helps children ages 3 
to 11                                                               
Sight word books  http://www.sightwordsgame.com/free-sight-word-
books/ 

http://www.k12reader.com/
http://www.sightwordsgame.com/free-sight-word-books/
http://www.sightwordsgame.com/free-sight-word-books/
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Summer Money Matters 
By Chris Atkinson, Instructional Lead Teacher, Chestnut Log MIddle School 

 

Guess what parents? Summertime is only a few weeks away and you’ve got to devise a plan so your child won’t 
feel the summer burn and I’m not talking about sunburn. This is a great time of the year while we are exploring 
the sandy beaches, relaxing by the pool or simply spending quality time with our family. For your child, this is a 
time when they can “let go” and as we all know, we have to find some way to keep our children interested in 
learning. Learning happens daily without thinking twice about it but as parents we have to be intentional as to 
what our children learn over the summer.  
 

First off, realize that the majority of our students will not study for eight hours a day during the summer. It’s 
SUMMERTIME!! From a Math teacher’s perspective, we often hear that “I don’t like math because my mom 
doesn’t” and we need to break this cycle. Parents, feel free to include math or better yet simple financial 
matters into your summer plans. We all know that “teachable moments” stick to our memory but simply  
providing kids with kid friendly perceptions of how money works leaves a lasting impression. We all know about 
money and how it works but there are quite a few adults who are financially illiterate and this transpires to our 
children when they become responsible adults. As a parent, exploring your financial wit may be eye opening but 
a little inspiring at the same time. It doesn’t have to be a full blown approach to understanding every nook and 
cranny of the workings of money but it should at least cover the basics.  Here are a few tips that could help you 
and your child in closing the financial literacy gap.  

My advice to you?  Start, but don't get overwhelmed.  There are very few select people in the world that can 
just jump right in and sustain it.  Do it in your spare time, but please don't' make some horrendous commitment 
that can’t be easily attained.  Learning is meant to be enjoyed and the time to start is now while your child is  
eager to learn. 

Yo u r  I n p u t  i s  N e e d e d !  
The Douglas County School System Title I Department is in the process of reviewing and 
revising the district's Parent and Family Engagement Policy. This policy will establish the 
district’s expectations for parent and family engagement and how the district will carry 
out the federal and state parent and family engagement requirements. Parent input into 
the revision of this policy is requested and required. To review the draft version of the 
policy and to provide input, please scan the QR code or follow the link. 
 

https://goo.gl/2doogK 

 Counting money to devise a $20 shopping budget 
 Simple counting and separating coins for their piggy 

bank 
 Creating a financial plan that involves allowances 

with the assistance of household chores 
 You can never go wrong with flash cards which 

makes their math foundational skills stronger such as 
addition, subtraction, division and multiplication 

 

 Spend 20-30 minutes every other day explaining how 
money works such as the banking system and 
stocks…at least the basics 

 Have grandparents to assist in providing their         
financial advice to young children. You may be      
surprised at how this opens up dialogue between 
grandparents and their grandchildren. 

 When all else fails, just simply discuss with your    
children the importance of a budget and how it     
impacts them and their family 

https://goo.gl/2doogK
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